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. “FHE RELATION OF GOD TO MAN.” 


BY W. H. TOUT, M. D. . 








Anwar InvesTIGaAToR: Bro. Moyer says, “I 
“was somewhat surprised in reading an article un- 
der the above heading in No. 4, of the InvEsTra.a- 
TOR.” ) The loose manner in which our Bro. ans- 
wered ni arguments, shows he has given the sub- 
ject but a small share of his attention. This ac- 
counts for the gentleman’s surprise. He goes on 
and says, “He has attacked great doctrines in a 
simply negative way, using statements and illus- 





trations, that are in their logical conclusions, de-’ ow 
structive of the very idea of aGod.” Now Bro — .., 
I have adjusted my glasses, and reviewed my state- é 


ments, and illustrations, and I must confess, if 

there is anything in those statements and _illustra- 

tions that points to the destruction of a God, or 

that is derogatory to his character, or that would 

justify our Bro. in calling them “audacious state- 

ments,” my mind is too obtuse to see it. I stated 

in my article, if it be said that our misery would ! 

_not have been but for our sins, it must also be ad- 
mitted that our sins would not have been but for 

our existence, nor our existence but for our Crea- 

tor. Our Bro. asks, “if this is not blasphemy, 

a | what is it?” Wellsir, it is a priori’ argument 
showing the logical epee from its cause'to its 
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effect. Ifa man can see blasphemy connected 


with an argument of this kind, he must be a man _ 


of great discernment. Bro. this is the way the 
Jews spoke of the teachings of Christ, they called 
it blasphemy, but such is the dernier resort of those 
who neither possess nor can wield the sword of 
truth. Our Bro. next refers to our reference to 
eternal punishment. He says, “If there is an 
eternal punishment—and this our author’s logic 
demands.” For the enlightenment of my Bro. I 
would just say my logic demands no such conclu- 
sions. My argument was based on the supposi- 
tion that the parent believed in the doctrine of 
eternal punishment, (not that I believed in that 
doctrine) and was responsible for all the good or 
evil that might result from his creative act. Now 
Bro. in order that you may not run.into error in 
your conclusions in the future, I will just say I 
don’t believe the Bible teaches the doctrine of end- 
less punishment, to any of Adam’s posterity. You 
say that my doctrine makes God responsible for 
all sins. In order that you may understand me on 
this point. I will just say, that God is as respon- 
sible for what he creates, as you are for what you 
create. Now, Bro. I wish to reason with you a 
few moments. A man sins, that sin had a cause. 
What was it? Say, if you please, “his deprav- 
ed nature.” Very well, and had not his depraved 
nature a cause? “Yes,” say you “it was trans- 
mitted to him from our first parents, and was an 
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effect of their first offense.” Well had not the 
first offense a cause too? “Oh yes,” “they listened, 
and yielded to the wiles of the serpent.” And 
pray what was the cause of their so listening and 
yielding’ to the serpent. Here you are brother in 
adilemma. f will give you the only answer that 
can be given to that question. Their appetites for 
the forbidden fruit was so strong, as to evercome 
their resisting. Now Bro.‘who created their appe- 
tites, and made it so strong as to overcome their 
resistiug powers? I leave you to give the anawer. 
Before you answer compare notes with Isaiah 45 : 
7; Rom. 11 : 36; Col.1:16. No man is so weak 
as to Suppose God could not have prevented sin 
from entering into the world. By his permitting 
its admission into the world, he intended to so 
overrule it, as to eventuate in a greater good than 
could be effected without its means. Contiast 
enables us to appreciate happiness. If you was 

never weary, rest-would do you no good. If you 

was never sleepy, sleep would do you no good. It 

you was never sick, you could not appreciate 
health, or sympathize with the sick. It man had 

never known the evils ot sin, I doubt whether he 
could have appreciated happiness. 

Our Bro. says, “to be a perfect man he must 
needs be a free moral agent.” Now Bro. if you 
had left off, the word free, it would have agreed 
with the word of God, and reason. Manis amoral 
agent. He is always governed, by motive. Mr. 
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Jones promised his son, that he might have Satur- 
day to himself, to do on it what he pleased ; where- 
upon John planed that he would begin the day 
with fishing—he would repair to a neighboring 
forest and hunt until noon, and the residue of the 
day he should devote to boating. “You have giv- 
en him a dangerous license my dear,” observed 
Mrs. Jones when John was out of hearing; “I am 
afraid that harm will come of him.”’” “None what- 
ever,” replied the father, “for without violating my 
word to him in the least, I promise you he shall do 
what he chooses.” So the old folks arranged be- 
tween them that a party of young persons should 
be invited to spend Saturday at their house; all 
kinds of attractive amusements were included in 
the plan. John jumped, and tossed his hat in the 
air, he determined to stay at home. Do you not 
see that John was governed by motive? Tke 
old folks controlled his will; and yet you perceiye 
he did just as he pleased. I will now show you 


’ that my views accords with common sense. Is it 


because men please that one is born of rich, and 
anuther of poor parents; one of vicious, another 
virtuous parents ? Had I been born in the Chinese 
empire, I would, in a civil respect, been a slave, 
and in a religious respect, a worshiper of the great 
Mogul, orthe Lama. Had I been born of Russian 
parents, I should have been a serf; but having 
been born in America, I am a free man. Did I 
choose where or of what parentage I should be 
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born? Where is your boasted free agency? It 
is nothing but a chimera of the human imagina- 
tion. You quote from Tim.2:4. “Who willeth 
that all men should be saved.” Bro. why did you 
change the word, “will have,” to a different word, 
having a different meaning. The word, “will 
have,” is in the indicative mode, making a posi- 
tive declaration, the thing declared is, that God 
“will have all men to be saved, and to come unto 
the knowledge of the truth.” The way you quote 
it, it simply expresses a desire on the part of God 
that all should be sayed. Remember you make 
one word less in your quotation. I call your at- 
tention to Rev. 22:19. Now Bro. you say, “that 
God’s mercy is as great as his justice.” Ifa man 
does commit an eternal sin, eternal justice demands 
an eternal punishment.” You say a man may 
commit an eterna: sin. Now Bro. if the sin is 
eternal unending God ‘can never forgive that sin ; 
from the fact that the sin will never end. Now as 
all have sinned, and as you say, “sin is eternal,” 
man will never be delivered from sin. Please give 
us some light. You say, “God created us as _ per- 
fect beings.” Now my Bro. you certainly know, 
that which is perfect can neither be added to, or 
taken from. God made man with all that apper- 
tained to him, both spiritual and physical. Man 
was not consulted in regard to his creation. God 
made the law, and attached the penalty to it. 
Now if God had said to him; here is the law, and 
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the penalty, if you desire life on those conditions, 
it is all right, to the contrary, I will return you 
back to the condition yon was before I created 
you. If man had accepted life on those conditions 
he would then have been a “ce agent. If the first 
pair had been completely happy ere they sinned, 
they could not have been tempted as they were; 
the very manner of the temptation proves they 
were not perfect ; their appetite coveted the inter- 
dicted fruit; this implied want, which they were 
forbidden to gratify, and want is one of the ele- 
ments of misery. This proves they were not per- 
fect before their tall. Would an earthly ruler be 
justified in allowing crime and misery to enter his 
dominion—suppose he had the power to keep them 
out? It must be answered no—except he could 
secure some ultimate good to his subjects by their 
admission—and that good ‘must be so great, as 
fully to compensate for the temporary evils and 
misery which they occasioned, inasmuch that in 
the issue, his subjects would be the gainer by its 
admission. On this ground God was fully justified 
in permitting sin to enter the world. Suppose a 
certain sovereign gave orders that all the entrances 
and defences of his empire should be left unguard- 
ed, and every obstruction to the ingress of the foe 
removed, which being done, they rushed eagerly 
in, and all the disastrous consequences which it 
was foreseen would follow, were soon apparent, 
‘Whereupon, he was wroth—very wroth—and or- 
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dained that the evils thus introduced among his 
subjects should never be wholly extirpated, and 
that all of his people who should omit to return to 
their allegiance within a certain time, should be 
abonded irredeemable to the consequence of their 
rebellion, in addition to the most horrid torture 
which it was in his power to inflict? Now. Bro. I 
wish to ask you a few questions. Does the Bible, 
and Reason teach, that the wicked will suffer 
eternal’ torments, as a result of their conduct in 
this life ? 

Does the Bible teach, that as men die, so judge- 
ment will find them, without altering their condi- 
tion by the resurrection from the dead? Ministers 
talk of endless punishment as a matter of justice ; 
without noticing the time the term expresses. 
Imagine a million years to haye passed away. 
The sinner is writhing in his misery, which has 
only just begun. Now comes a bird from another 
planet and takes a a single grain of earth and flies 
away. Another million years pass. The sinner is 
writhing in his misery. Again the birds appear, 
secures the second grain of earth, and flies away. 
Ten hundred thousand years more slowly wear 
away. The sinner is still writhing in his misery. 
In answer to the inquiry, has he not suffered long 
enough ?.the reply is made, “his punishment is but 
just begun!” And when this bird that comes now, 
at the end of three million years, for the third grain 
of earth, shall, by taking away one grain at the 
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end of each million years to come, have carried 
away this entire globe, then the sinner’s punish- 
ment WILL HAVE JUST BEGUN ! 

I have noticed all of our Bro’s. criticisms that its 
merits demand. The only difference between him 
and me in reference to the admission of sin into 
the world, he holds God permitted it, while I hold 
. he appointed it. There is no man but what will 
admit that God has the disposition to saye all men. 
Now a disposition to do a thing and a power ade- 
quate to its accomplishment proves to a_ certainty 
the thing will be done. 

Archie, Mo. 


COMMUNION QUESTION. 





My silence on the Communion question since it 
has been renewed in the INvESTIGATOR, after hav- 
ing been closed in the EVANGELIST, has been 
wrongly interpreted by some. My views have 
not undergone any material change. I still stand 
upon the open platform as before. My reasons for 
silence so far are various.“~1st. My communica- 
tions were pruned and mutilated in the Hyanes- 
mist. 2nd. The manner in -which the discussion 
was closed in the HVANGELIST, reflected upon the 
one who wrote first in favor of Open Communion 
(not by the Editor). 3rd. Because I am opposed to 
the terms that have been used in disignating Open 
or Close Communion, such as, “extreme exclusive- 


168 THE INVESTIGATOR. 


end of each million years to come, have carried 
away this entire globe, then the sinner’s punish- 
ment WILL HAVE JUST BEGUN ! 

¥ have noticed all of our Bro’s. criticisms that its 
merits demand. The only difference between him 
and me in reference to the admission of sin into 
the world, he holds God permitted it, while I hold 
_ he appointed it. There is no man but what will 
admit that God has the disposition to saye all men. 
Now a disposition to do a thing and a power ade- 
quate to its accomplishment proves to a_ certainty 
the thing will be done. 

Archie, Mo. 


COMMUNION QUESTION. 





My silence on the Communion question since it 
has been renewed in the INVESTIGATOR, after hav- 
ing been closed in the HVANGELIST, has. been 
wrongly interpreted by some. My views have 
not undergone any material change. I still stand 
upon the open platform as before. My reasons for 
silence so far are various.“~1lst. My communica- 
tions were pruned and mutilated in the Hvangu- 
mist. 2nd. The manner in -which the discussion 
was closed in the HVANGELIST, reflected upon the 
one who wrote first in favor of Open Communion 
(not by the Editor). 3rd. Because I am opposed to 
the terms that have been used in disignating Open 
or Close Communion, such as, “extreme exclusive- 


THE INVESTIGATOR. 169 


ness,” “extreme toleration.” 4th. I object to 
teaching persons to commune because it is a duty. 
5th. I believe we have a Gospel right to invite 
God’s children to the communion, and this has 
been objected to by one of my colleagues. 

The first two reasons a8 stated we dismiss; and 
shall be very brief as it regards the three remaining 
ones. I oppose the use of the terms, “extreme ex-_ 
clusiveness,” and “extreme toleration,” simply 
from the fact that when Christ and the Apostles 
refer to it as Communion they do not connect ex- 
clusiveness or toleration with it. They are terms 
that have been borrowed from discussions that 
have taken place in the past. Communion is one 
ofthe means of grace. And the means of grace 
are intended to be made use of by the children of 
God. Hence all that are God’s children have a 
right to communion. “Ah!” says the objector, 
“how do you know that certain ones are Geod’s 
children?” ‘How do you know, sir that they are 
not?” That knowledge belongs to God. He 
knows, no fear about that. Paul thought the 
same, when he said, “Let a man examine himeelf, 
and so let him eat.” Paul says, “Let him eat,” 
permit him, don’t thrust him away. If he don’t 


come right he will not harm you. He will eat and 


drink condemnation to himself, not to you or the 
church or any one else. I tell you brethren if a 
man does not come properly to the Lord’s table it 
is morally impossible for him to commune. He 
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may eat and drink, as Paul says. That is just 
what he does, and profaning the means of grace it 
tends to his own condemnation. The body and 
blood of Christ are “guarded by a sacred spiritual 
power. 

In the next place,fI do not altogether see the 
propriety of using the?means of grace from a feel- 
ing of duty. It.is certainly much better that our 
love to God be the fountain from whence our obe- 
dience springs. I also believe that the munister 
that is conducting communion services has a Gos- 
pel right to invite men and women to commune. It 
is his privelege and duty to preach Christ to all, 
and encourage all to seek salvation, and in doing so 
he is compelled to preach the use of the means of 
grace; and as the communion is one of these, he 
has just as much aright to encourage and inyite 
to communion. as be has to prayer and repentance. 

Close Communion is right andis warranted by 
the gospel or it is wrong andis not according to 
the Gospel. Open Communion is right and war- 
ranted by the gospel or it is wrong and is not ac- 
cording to the gospel. Idonot believe in Bro. 
Beer’s position. If I get his idea he would virtually 
mark the right shoulder Close Communion, and 
the left Open Communion. In the next place let 
me say that Open Communionists have no right to 
be charged with stirring up this discussion. I was 
the first one to write in favor of Open Communion, 
and my communication was a reply to Bro. H. R. 
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H’s Ciose Communion. If our Close Communion 
brethren will give us the Gospel requisites to com- 
munion I think we can soon close the discussion. 
One or two have tried to put in trine immersion as 
a requisite, but did not get within-a hundred yards 
of it. I am however astrong believer in trine im- 
mersion. I try to preach it, and make an effort to 
practice it, because itis right, according to the 
Gospel. Hoping that a true conclusion may be 
reached is my prayer. 
S. W. Witt. 
Terra Alta, W. Va. 


GOD’S GREAT LAW. 





Nature and revelation are God’s two great books, 
where we are taught his law. The plainest and 
greatest law we recognize is “that which a man 
sows, that skall he also reap.” Ifwe sow thistles, 
we expect thistles. If we sow buckwheat, we 
shall reap buckwheat, so also if we sow love we 
shall reap love, if we sow hate we shall reap hate. 
There is no exception to this rule. We hear many 
men complain and think their lot is a hard one— 
that they are the victim of fate, and a martyr to 
circumstances. It is no such thing. Hunt up 
the reason. Investigate all the circumstances and 
you will find the man is reaping what he had sown. 
There is every reason to believe that the world 
treats us as we treat it. ; 

This immutable law will bear the highest and 
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grandest application. We read that God is love 
not that God is justice or wisdom or mercy, but 
that God is love. Justice, wisdom, mercy, etc., are 
his attributes, but love is the very essence of God. 
What a grand truth ! 

For these many eenturies, ever since he put 
Adam and Eve in the Garden of Hden, the love 
that overflowed the jasper battlements of heaven, 
has been®pouring down in one continual stream on 
the childrenSof men. No matter what part of the 
world’s history wejappeal to, we see nothing but 
love from God, And now after all that sowing 
there will be areaping—a grand glorious harvest. 
It cannot be otherwise. Indeed, it has already 
been prophesied—that the knowledge of the Lord 
will cover the earth as the waters cover the great 
deep. That the little stone cut out of the mountian 
side without hands shall roll and roll through the 
ages, until it shall become a huge mountain that 
shall cover the earth. Yes, the reaping will come. 
Love shall reign in the earth. We may call it the 
Mellenium orfwhat we will. Reason, nature and 
revelation points with unerring finger to the fulfiill- 
ment of this great law. 

Mason. 
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WHAT IS MAN? PSALMS 7: 4. 





BY W. H. TOUT, M. D. 


Eprror InvustigaAToR :—Before commenting 
on the above caption, I wish to drop a thought or 
two in reference to the Christian Religion. . The 
Christian religion in the ordinary sense of the 
word, is not a philosophy, it is not a science, it is 
not even a theology, itis not a theological dog- 
ma, it is not a theological creed ; but it is a life. 
The whole creed of the Christian religion may be 
summed up in that one word life. It proposes to 
teach man how to live, and that he will live again, 
and live forever. This is the essence of the Chris- 
tian religion. It the ministers of the Gospel would 
use more of their time in trying to keep hell out of 
the people, than they do in trying to keep people 
out of hell, our world would soon move in the right 
direction. 

In the first place we wish to notice man’s phys- 
ical organism. What is the relation of brain and 
mind? How are the two related to each other in 
action? On this subject there are two theories, or. 
to this question two answers are returned. The 
theory of the materialist is that the brain is the 
cause of mind. Thought is the result of brain ac- 
tion. There is no mind without brain organism. 
This is the theory of materialism. They hold that 
mind is the result of organization and action of 
matter. My first objection to this theory is, that 
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organization is only a state or form in which mat- 
ter exists, and how can the change of state or al- 
teration of form give to matter properties and at- 
tributes it did not possess before? This is a 
change of nature, substance and essence, and not 
simply a change of state, condition and form. By 
it matter assumes new attributes, takes on new 
properties, assumes new relations, and. perform new 
functions. In other words it becomes a new thing. 
It is no longer matter. But if organization causes 
mind what causes organization? It is an effect 
and must have a cause. Organization reveals in- 
telligence, or mind, hence the cause of organization 
must be mind. Mind then existed before organiza- 
tion existed as its cause. Then the organization is 
not the cause, but the effect of mind. The reason- 
ing of materialists is thus seen to be suicidal, and 
their logic destroys itself, As a theory of the 
origin of mind, it is therefore not true. 

J hold that brain is the instrument of mind, not 
its cause. The relation is not casual, but instru- 
mental. The brain does not create mind but serves 
it. It is the instrument, and not the agent in 


thought, and intelligence. It reveals mind as act- 
ing on matter. The brain is the mechanism of 
intelligence, and not its producing cause. A ma- 
chine does not move itself. It requires a force 
from without itself to move it. So the brain as the 
mechanism of intelligence does not move itself, it 
requires the force of the mind to move it. The re- 
lation of brain to thought, is the relation of the in- 
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strument to music and not the relation of the mus- 
ician to the music. 

It is the relation of the telegraph to the message 
and not the relation of the operator. The first of 
these relations is instrumental, the second is casual. 
The one is the relation of the instrument to the 
phenomenon, the other to the relation of the cause. 
The mind works through the brain mechanism as 
it sees with the eye, hears with the ear, speaks 
with the tongue, and works with tne hands. We 
have five external senses, and five internal senses. 
The apostle tells us that “faith” comes by one of 
these five senses. Nowsir, faith is simply a result 
of those senses, I hold that it is just as impossible 
for a man to believe what he pleases, as it is for 
him to please as he pieases. Faith is the assent 
which a man gives to the truth of a proposition, 
and will be strong or weak in proportion to the 
credibility of the testimony. If a man was to 
eome to me and say, he saw a dog gnawing a bone, 
I would be likely to believe him, from the fact that 
it is antecedently true that dogs gnaw bones, but 
if the same man was to tell me that, he saw a dog 
eat up an iron post, I could not believe him, why? 
Because it would be antecedently untrue. There- 
fore you can see that our faith is governed by evi- 
dence, and it will be strong or weak in proportion 
to the credibility of the evidence. 

We have briefly answered the Psalmist’s ques- 


tion, What is man? We ask, “for what purpose 
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was he created ?”” Our limitarian friends admit it 
was the purpose of God in sending his Son into 
the world, to save the world, this saves me the 
trouble of proving that fact. It is also admitted 
when God was in the act of sending his Son into 
the world, with the benevolent design of saving 


the whole human family, he knew who would and 


would not be saved. Now I ask the readers of 
the INVESTIGATOR is it possible that God could 
design to save one soul that he knew would not be 
saved, could God design to do a thing he knew 
never would be done. If God designed to save all 
men, he must have ordained the means that he 
saw in his infinite wisdom was sufficient to accom- 
plish the design he had in view. To say that the 
Almighty could not provide means whereby all 
men should be saved is at once to deny his infinite 
power. To say that Almighty God would be busy 
in ordaining means to accomplish an end that he 
knew never would be accomplished, is at once to 
impeach the greatest madness and folly to the God 
of wisdom. To say that the Almighty could not 
provide means whereby all men should be saved is 
at once to deny his infinite power. To say that he 
could have executed such a plan of universal sal- 
vation but would not, is to impeach his goodness, 
in either case you would ungod Jehovah. What- 
ever God designs to be done is certain to be done, 
for a design formed by God can never fail, 
Archie, Mo. 
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WOMAN AND HER PRIVILEGES. 





In his crude, uncivilized condition, man is a 

tyrant. ‘There is no feature of life in which this 
characteristic is so prominent as in his treatment 
of woman. 
_.God, when he created man and woman, placed 
them on an equal footing. The woman, in scripture 
language, was created as a “help- meet” for man. 
These words are full of meaning. But since the 
creation man has fallen, he has become degraded, 
and one of the prominent brands of his degradation 
is the manner in which he lowers woman from the 
high pinnacle, where God placed her at the be 
ginning. It seems as if man wants to place her 
beneath him and unworthy the confidence, honor 
and respect which she should have,—in fact it 
were as if he said that she was not a help fit—for 
that is what the word meet means—for him. 

Why is it the woman is termed the weaker sex? 
Whois it made her the weaker vessel? Surely 
not God. Then if not God, it was man. This is the 
remnant of degradation and barbarism that 
still clings to our nature, in spite of all our 
civilization. When Christ came on the earth, he 
found that woman, was no longer considered the 
“help meet’ for man. And we notice by his noble 
treatment and notice of woman that he intended 
to have her placed back again to her lawful and 
original position as the equal and “help meet” of 
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man. See the appreciation, he had for the Marys 
and the Marthas of his. time. 

Indeed so tyrannical was man, and so com- 
pletely was she under his iron heel of despotism that 
he made her hisslave. To keep her in that condition 
and under his power, we find that the custom was in- 
stituted that she should no longer associate with 


her fellow-beings, as did the men. She was com- ~ 
pelled to wear a veil that entirely hid her counten- 
ance from her fellow creatures. On no occasion 
was she permitted to go in public peathont this 
badge of her inferiority. 

This unjust conditon of things ioanine so prev- 
alent and universal that it became the accepted 
custom. Even the women bowed in submission to 
the general custom and accepted her position as 
inevitable. After a while it became the acknowl- 
edged badge of womanhood. This is only one 
of the many instances where the human family can 
bow to the rod, and even kiss the very chains that 
bind them. This is only an evidence of how de- 
graded, a human being can become, until the very 
badge and condition of servitude can be considered 
a badge of honor and respect. 

This was literally the case with the condition of 
womanhood. But this has been the case in other 
matters also. Look at war. God did not institute 
war. Yet it became the general practice of the hu- 
man family, and is today accepted by the whole 
world. It is only an evidence of the degradation 
of man—a remnant of barbarism. Yet it is today 








178 THE INVESTIGATOR. 


man. See the appreciation, he had for the Marys 
and the Marthas of his. time. 

Indeed so tyrannical was man, and so com- 
pletely was she under his iron heel of despotism that 
he made her hisslave. To keep her in that condition 
and under his power, we find that the custom was in- 
stituted that she should no longer associate with 


her fellow-beings, as did the men. She was com- ~ 


pelled to wear a veil that entirely hid her counten- 
ance from her fellow creatures. On no occasion 
was she permitted to go in public wetbonk this 
badge of her inferiority. 

This unjust conditon of things eaatne so prey- 
alent and universal that it became the accepted 
custom. Even the women bowed in submission to 
the general custom and accepted her position as 
inevitable. After a while it became the acknowl- 
edged badge of womanhood. This is only one 
of the many instances where the human family can 
bow to the rod, and even kiss the very chains that 
bind them. This is only an evidence of how de- 
graded, a human being can become, until the very 
badge and condition of servitude can be considered 
a badge of honor and respect. 

This was literally the case with the condition of 
womanhood. But this has been the case in other 
matters also. Look at war. God did not institute 
war. Yet it became the general practice of the hu- 
man family, and is today accepted by the whole 
world. It is only an evidence of the degradation 
of man—a remnant of barbarism. Yet it is today 








THE INVESTIGATOR. 179 


looked upon as honorable. Look too at the practice 
of wearing jewelry on the neck, ears and fingers. 
At first it was only prisoners of war and slaves that 
were thus decorated with these things as a badge 
of servitude. Then it extended to others and now 
itis the universal custom to decorate the body 
with that which was once a badge of slavery. 
This is a relic of barbarism, and yet civilized 
countries accept it today as a matter of decoration, 
and in many instances as a badge of honor. 

' But we must come back to our starting point 
that man and woman were created on equal footing, 
and whom God placed side by side. Then man as- 
sumed the superiority and placed woman beneath 
him. And to keep her there was his great object. 
So completely did he accomplish this that it be- 
came the universal custom to look upon woman as 
man’s inferior. In proof of this we have only to 
point to the savage nations and call attention to 
the degraded condition of woman. EHyen in half 
civilized nations such as Turkey, China, India, 
Russia, Egypt, and other nations, where woman is 
really and literally the slave and man the master. 
Even in civilized Germany and other countries of 
Central Europe, this barbarous custom is so pre- 


' valent that woman is looked upon as no better 


than a beast of burden. And there are instances 
right in the midst of our Christian, civilized 
America, where man brutalized by drink, treats 
woman as an animal without soul. Now what 
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futher proof is necessary to show that this treating 
of woman as an inferior being, is degrading and 
barbarous. Did God create woman for this posi- 
tion? Our better feelings under this teaching of 
God’s spirit, all nature, and reason says emphatical- 
ly—no. 

This was how Christ found woman we have 
said. And how nobly did he try to elevate her 
back again to her original position by the side of 
man as a “help meet” for him. And we have said 
that the veiling of the woman’s face was considered 
as a badge of her sex.‘ To go otherwise or bare- 
faced was looked upon as a great breach of et- 
iquette. This condition of affairs was accepted 
by the woman as the custom or the age. 

So much was this the case that even Paul, the 
champion of Christianity, exhorted the sisters of 
Corinth to accept this badge, which had become 
the badge of respectability and modesty, for to be 
without it was considered bold and immodest. But 
yet at the close of this exhortation he says boldly, 
that if any “man seems to be contentious, we have 
no such custom, neither the churches of God.” 

And now to think that Christian denominations 
will even now try to degrade woman by keeping 
up these instituions which are only the remnants of 
barbarism is humiliating. And that they will en- 
deavor to make them anything else than their equal 
shows how tenaciously the old spirit of degradation 
clings to our nature. 
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Christ brought to this world a pure Christianity. 
That he lived and spoke above the degraded cus- 
tom of man, It was his intention to lead man to 
the highest plane of moral and social life. So never 
mentioned this badge of degradation. Is he not the 
the great authority for every ordinance of the 
church ? and yet we have no word from him that 
teaches us that woman was man’s inferior. Does 
not his associations with woman teach us that she 
is worthy our confidence and to be considered our 
fellow workers ? Does not Paul rise up to the 
grand altitude of the pure atmosphere of Christian 
thought when he says, “There is neither Jew nor 
Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there 


ig neither male nor female; for ye are all one 


in Christ Jesus?” And yet man will endeavor 
to say that woman should be deprived of 
privileges that man enjoy. Decorum, modesty, 
common sense, views of right and wrong, morality 
and civilized reason should alone make the dis- 
tinction. Let us ponder over these things, and 
cling alone to those institutions which were born, 
sanctioned and ordained by the Lord. 
Mason. 


A FEW HINTS TO PREACHERS. 





Take care of the physical as well as the spiritual 
welfare. Do not indulge in eatables, drinkables or 
habits that will violate the laws of health, any 
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more than you would indulge in wicked and gross 
sins that would poison and dwarf the soul. This is 
necessary to the welfare of the church. A man 
that is filled with desire to work for God, cannot 
do so through an enfeebled medium, weakened by 
the violations of the laws of health. A cargo is 
worthless or much depreciated in a shipwrecked 
vessel. 

Cling to a well directed love of thought. Ideas 
should not be too much scattered. To try tosay a 
word about everything, really accomplishes ncoth- 
ing. Do not scatter your shot, if you want to 
kill. Concentrate your shot, so that they will 
centre upon the object of your aim.. A squirrel 
that desires to reach the top does not go out to the 


extremity of every limb on its way. Neither 


should ministers branch off on every thought that 
presents itself; cling to the main trunk. 

A good preacher must keep up with the times. 
He should read up all the advanced ideas of his 
contemporaries. New books are more essential 
than new clothes. A man ignorant of the great 
events and ideas of the times cannot reach the in- 

telligence of the community. It is impossible to 
nourish the intelligent mind at the withered 
breast of ignorance. 

Remember the Bible was for man and not for 
the critic. Criticize manas much as you please, 
but be careful how you criticize God. 

A display of book-learning in the pulpit is the 
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most aggravated form of pedantry, and will dis. 
gust all reasonable people. 

Be natural. Imitate no one but Christ. Don’t 
try to be a Spurgeon, a Talmage or a Beecher. Be 
yourself, and you will gain respect. Ape after no- 
body. People come to hear you and no one else. 

The pulpit is the throne of the preacher, remem- 
ber the field in which he is to work is the world— 
the people. Therefore live among them and be 
one of them. Don’t give yourself airs as if you 
were too good to associate among your people. 

Do not have an assumed voice in the pulpit. Do 
not try to make an “impression”? by studied ges- 
tures and sentences. It will make your effort for- 
mal, and deprive your discourse of soul and earnest- 
ness. 

Do not pray about God, but to God. 

Dry, didactic, deliberate, mentally slow-footed, 
juiceless sermons will never wake up a sleepy, cold 
community. Fire is what is needed. Fire that 
will set on fire the heart of every member in the 
church. 

Nosam. 


A VIEW OF LIFE. 





Take the man’s view of life. For him the pres- 
ent fills the larger portion of the field of vision— 
the present that so occupies him, so fills his mind 
with its cares, its anxieties, its toils, its ambitions 
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its fears, its weary monotonous round of daily 


struggle and daily temptations and daily difficul- 


ties. The present is very near the heart of the man 
of middle age, and the past is often forgotten in 
the strenuous care to provide for the present and 
the future. He is all in all for the present, and for 
the main chance, and for the business of the day, 
and for the occupation of the day. The lessons of 
the past are often forgotten, and his life is too of- 
ten uncheered by ennobling purposes and by hap- 
py thoughts of the future. He has lived long 
enough to see the dreams of the tuture often end in 
nothing; and the danger of that man is that his 
life may become vulgar in the truest sense of the 
word—vulgar, low, unworthy of manhood, and the 
whole man is shut up in the present. That is an 
imperfect life. That ig nota noble life. That is 
not a beautiful life. It is not altogether a happy 
life, and yet it is the life of a very large number 
of men and women of middle age—a life all the 
present, as little as possible of the past, and as lit- 
tle as possible in the future, in order that the pres- 
ent, the substantial present, may be seized hold of, 
and conquered, and enjoyed. That is an imperfect 
life ; and ever as it grows the man feels more and 
more the weariness of it, more of the unprofitable- 
ness of it, and yet he does not like to turn back to 
the past ; and it may be he has no sufficient reason 
for looking for the future. An imperfect rule of 
life this is. - 
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Take the aspect of life as it presents itself to the 
old man ; and for him the past is the larger por- 
tion, and the future but the smaller ; and, naturally, 
the heart of the old man turns backward to the 
past where his joys have been, where full many a 
one of his treasures are. Lingeringly, lovingly, 
regretfully, does he turn back to the past years of 
his life. The present has a lessening and still les- 
sening attraction for the old man, the future seems 
so near that he need hardly caleulate or take coun- 
sel for it ; and the danger of the old man is, that 
he loses his interest in present life, cares little what 
deeply interests his young relations, or friends, or 
companions, if he has them, and bitterly turns 
back to the past, and says, “It was not so when I 
was young; those were happy days. I love to 
live in the past, I have but little pleasure in the 
present, and the future is coming fast enough for 
me.” That is not a happy or perfect rule of life. 
For the old man, life is too often a sad and even a 
regretful turning back to the past. “Youth,” said 
a great statesman and a novelist, “youth is an 
illusion, manhood a struggle, old age a regret ;” 
and youth, from the point of view of a mere world- 
ling, throws a sad, and a bitter, and a humiliating 
truth in these words. 

All these views of life are not happy view, be- 
cause they are not perfect and true ones. Now 
look at the Christians view of life. The Christian 
sees before him a future, not uncertain like that of 
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the young man, not a land of dreams suchas youth, 
for instance, pictures, but a land of realities, glor- 
ious beyond the reach of the most glowing imagi- 
nation and the most fervent hope. He sees by the 
eye of faith that which hath not entered into the 
heart of man—that eye hath not seen or heard—of 
glories and of joys, and an eternal life with God, 
and with his holy angels, and the spirits of just 
men made perfect. In the presence of Christ he 
sees not a paradise of youthful dreaming, but a 
vision of eternal and Divine promise, and he re- 
joices in the sight, and he rejoices with a joy un- 
speakable and full of glory, knowing that he has 


an inheritance that no man taketh from him—that — 


the race of time and the robbery of calamity or 
sorrow can never take away. The Christian fu- 
ture, and that future, rightly seen and rightly 
trusted in, gives due proportion to the past, to the 
present, to the future of his life. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 





A contributor in sending in an article for this 
number, warns us in these words: “All orthograph- 
ical and grammatical mistakes you will please cor- 
rect, but ideas please do not change.” Now my 
dear brother, in most cases the orthography is far 
in advance of the ideas. Hditors of course may 
be mistaken, but in the majority of cases, every- 
thing has to be butchered to get out even the’ tail 
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end of anidea. If we were to publish all the con- 
tributions, just as they come, our readers and even 
our dear, nervous brother, would not need more 
than one such number. -Asarule all contributors 
get full credit for all their ideas, but the poor editor 
who whittles the superfluous surroundings down so 
as to get the idea a little daylight and airing, gets 
no credit. 


“Tf the ministers of the Gospel would use more 
of their time in trying to keep hell out of the peo- 
ple, than they do in trying to keep people out of 
hell, our world would soon move in the right 
direction.” This is an expression used by one of 
our contributors. It is strong, but very practical. 
The church should keep in mind the great mission 
of Christ as explained by the Angel: “Thou shalt 
call his name Jesus, for he shall save his people 
from their sins.”? Hell is only a synonym of sin, 
misery, rebellion and disgrace. Let us fight it out 
of the human heart. 

It is a stern and undisputable fact that too 
many professing Christians are baptized into some 
notion, creed, opinion, or doctrine than into Christ. 
Therefore they cling as tenaciously to those ideas 
as they ought to Christ. Some might say it is all 
right, providing the ideas are Scriptural. That 
isright and proper, but in nine cases out of 
ten, these ideas are enthroned so high, common, 
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lowly charity cannot reach them. They become 
the idol and God of the soul, therefore are 
in the place of Christ. The more of Christ, the 
more of charity will bein the heart. Charity is 
the thermometer of the temperature of Christianity. 
This is how God and man judges of us. 


That is a good point Bro. Wilt makes in_ his 
Communion article on Paul’s words “So leé him 
eat.” But it seems that some good brethren, as 
anxious as any to follow the Gospel overlook this 
fact. This puts us in mind of Bro. J. H. Worst’s 
remarks on the German Baptist stumbling block 
Matthew 18:17. “If he neglect to hear the 
church, let him be unto you a heathen man and a 
publican.” Bro. John’s comment on this ‘was, 
“Tet him be, don’t make him a heathen.” The 
duty of the church is not to make heathen and 
sinners. In our anxiety to maintain a previously 
conceived notion, we do not see these plain teach- 
ings. 

We call attention to the remark in an article in 
this number, and to emphasize we will repeat it. 
“If aman does not come properly to the Lord’s 
table, it is morally impossible for him to commune. 
He may eat and drink, as Paul says.” That is 
logic, and who will risk his reputation as a Chris- 
tian and logician to contradict it? 
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It is strange how terribly demoralized the taste 
of the human family is becoming. Good, honest, 
hard truth can no longer be endured. If you want 
the people to take a grain of wheat, you have to 
conceal it ina bushel of chaff. The chaff is readily 
taken, and so by putting in a few grains of wheat, 
it is possible to get a little truth in the soul. There- 
fore it is hard to get literature in the shape that it 
will elevate. The cry is for more chaff. 

We are asked sometimes why thereis so much 
difference of opinion in the Brethren church? “It 
was not so a few years ago,” is often said. Why, 
of course not. Three or four years ago, we were 
all a unit in fighting the usurpation of Annual 
Meeting. We were kept so busy that we had 
little time to do anything else. Now itis different. 
That fight is over,and we were victorious. Like 
all conquerors, we became a little giddy with our 
success, and so when we found out that every 
brother differed in some particular from every body 
else, we all took it into our heads we were right 
and nobody else. So we undertook to fight every 
body that differed with us. And we get mad if 
we do not conquer them in a minute. Be reason- 
able brethren. Turn your batteries on the devil. 


In a very late Gospel Messenger, we notice sev- 
eral forms for notes and bequests, for the purpose 
of raising funds for the “General Church Hrection 
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and Missionary Committee of the German Baptist 
Brethren’s Church.” So after all the fuss they 

_ haye been making about the name, they still cling 
to German Baptist. But they are getting very 
greedy, for now they want to monopolize both 
names, and so call themselves “German Baptist 
Brethren.” 

Here is J. H. Moore’s comment on the printed 
minutes of the late G. B, Annual meeting: 

“To my mind, Article 9 is quite indefinite. It 
reads thus: 

“We, the Brethren of Elkhart Church, do hereby 
petition Annual Meeting, through District Meet- 
ing, to reconsider Article 3, of 1849, in regard to 
permitting brethren to wear caps in case of neces- 
sity. -Answer—Annual Meeting grants the request. 

Grants what request? To reconsider, or to per- 
mit brethren to wear caps? I presume it means 
the latter. I was born about three years before the 
decision of 1849 was made, but I was not aware 
that there was such a decision on the Minutes, for 
good old brethren, to my knowledge, haye worn 
caps as far back as I canremember. And in such 
cold and windy countries like Northern Illinois 
and Kansas, I should judge that caps will become 
quite a necessity.” 

The close and open Communion question is oc- 
cupying some attention in the German Baptist 


— 
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church. Hld.D.Z%. Sharp has quite a lengthy 
sermon on the subject in Messenger, of July 19th. 
And in the same issue, Hid, Quinter discusses the 
matter in his “Querests” column. 

We don’t care anything about the comment, but 
the text of the query opens up a vein of thought 
that makes the whole transaction a farce. Is it 
possible, that in this intelligent age, a set of sensi- 
ble people will spend hours to decide whether a 
man shall wear a cap or not. This little, innocent 
article of dress has so many applications, that it 
may, to the average German Baptist mind, needa 
closer definition. What do we know whether they 
mean a “male” cap or a “female” cap, a night cap 
ora day cap, a cap with ear muffs or a cap without 
ear muffs. This may sound alittle ridiculous, but 
when men will discuss such silly subjects in all 
seriousness, it is very hard tosay to what depths 
of ridiculousness and silliness they may descend. 
They have worn out the cap question on the sis- 
ters, now they want to commence on the brethren. 


Here is how Hild. Quinter disposes of the 
question whether baptism is the door into the 
church. “Baptism is not called, in the New Tes- 
tament, the door into the church, and there is some 
difficulty in so regarding it.” 

Now, is this truly orthodox? Is not baptism 
looked upon by the ayerage Dunkard as the door 
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into the church? We are very much mistaken 
if we have not heard this kind of doctrine preached 
more than once. And does not Eld. Quinter rec- 
ognize this fact when he specially refers to it not 
being found “in the New Testament,” as if it may 
be found somewhere else, the book of Minutes for 
instance. Now wedo hope that our Conservative 
friends will not go to denying their faith. It takes 
a good deal of explanation to answer the many 
questions, arid reconcile their “peculiar” decisions 
and faith with the Gospel. 
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